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On Sept. 22 in statements to a local radio station, Justicialista Party politician Alberto Samid
acknowledged that he broke the UN embargo against Iraq, sending over 150 tons of beef to
Baghdad. The private shipment was paid for by Iraq and flown to Iran in two Boeing 727 jets during
the past 15 days, said Samid. Argentine news agency Diarios y Noticias quoted him as saying the
beef would be shipped by land into Iraq. Samid said, "I did it because I have family there, because
I know there are hungry children...hungry old people...(and) hungry women who have nothing to
do with the problem." Samid, who owns a packing plant, has an office in the presidential palace and
serves as a legislator in the Buenos Aires provincial government. He is seeking the Justicialista party
nomination for governor of Buenos Aires province. Last week, Agriculture Secretary Felipe Sola said
wheat exports to Iraq were halted and the government took steps to assure that grain sold to Iran
would not be transported to Iraq. Before the cutoff, Argentina had sold 4 million tons of wheat per
year to Iraq and worked on joint scientific projects, including the development of the middle-range
Condor missile. Meanwhile, two Argentine warships and a paratrooper battalion were on their way
to the Gulf region to participate in the military buildup against Iraq. Samid defended "Iraq's rights
over Kuwait," and attacked President Carlos Menem's decision to send military forces to the region
as "a historical aberration." (Basic data from AFP, AP, 09/22/90)
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